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The One day workshop was inaugurated auspiciously by a prayer song and the lighting of the traditional kuthuvilaku, by the dignitaries. Dr. Uma Kannan, Secretary and Vice President, Thiagarajar College of Arts and Science, Dr. S. Suresh, Convener, INTACH Tamil Nadu Chapter, Prof. Venkatraman Historian, Mr. Rajesh Kanna, Co- Convener, INTACH- Madurai Chapter, Dr. Abhai Kumar, Principal Thiagarajar College of Engineering and Dr. Jinu L Kitchely, Professor and Head, Department of Architecture TCE, presided the Inauguration function.
The welcome address was given by Dr. Uma Kannan, Convener, INTACH – Madurai Chapter. She highlighted the significance of preserving the heritage structures, especially in Madurai Region, which is a city rich with cultural heritage. She stated that the prime reason for the fast disappearance of many historic monuments in the city, is because of the “thoughtless vandalism and the sheer neglect” of the public.  She urged the importance of protecting the architectural heritage and insisted on the “urgent need to document” the structures for preservation. She also added that, though documentation was important, nothing could match the live spatial experience of the built heritage structure, which is an embodiment of years of cultural history. She concluded by saying that INTACH Madurai Chapter, which was started in the year 2007, is working towards preserving the various heritage structures in the city, by identifying the owners of the heritage buildings and instilling a sense of pride in them.
The welcome address was followed by the Key note address, delivered by Dr.S.Suresh, Convener, INTACH – Tamilnadu Chapter, who also introduced the workshop. Dr.S.Suresh, briefed about the origin and history of INTACH, which dated back to the British Era. He said that, while countries like the UK and the USA started their own National Trusts (National Trust of England & National Trust for Historic Preservation, respectively) to preserve their cultural heritage, in the early half of the 20th century, it took India many more years and INTACH finally materialized in 1984. He added that, INTACH which involves in “documentation and preservation” of any form of cultural heritage, both tangible and intangible, requires expertise in fields like history, architecture and archaeology for the listing process. He also enlightened the participants about the difficulties that are normally faced during the documentation process. He stated that INTACH Orissa chapter has already achieved complete documentation of all the heritage structures in the state and has also published the same. He described about the various activities of the INTACH Tamilnadu chapter and said that extensive works have been carried out in Thanjavur, Kumbkonam, Thiruvaiyar, Nilgiris, Coimbatore (Urban), Pudukottai & its surroundings, Sriperumbadur and Chennai. He explained the intense works being carried out in Chennai to preserve the heritage structures and also mentioned about the books published by INTACH, titled, “Madras- the architectural guide” and “Celebrating Chennai” (A bi-lingual book for school children), which can be bought from the INTACH office. He concluded the key note address by stating that, since extensive work has not been carried out so far in the Madurai region, he hoped that this workshop would initiate the same.
The key note address was followed by an enlightening Special Address on the architectural heritage of Madurai, by Dr.Venkataraman, historian, who is fondly known as “Dr.V”. He spoke about the general disparity between the Indian and the Western outlook towards heritage structures, especially in religious buildings. While many students and people from abroad, throng the city to know more about the historic temples and their architectural value, Indians are more concerned about just the one activity of worshipping the deity in the sanctum sanctorum, and fail to recognize the artistic and architectural beauty that lead to it. He was alarmed when the authorities decided to “white wash” the walls surrounding the temple tank of the Meenakshi Temple, and did not care about the 13th century paintings on “thiruvilayadal puranam”, that were already fading away. Dr.V, enlightened the participants about a unique heritage building in Madurai that he “fell in love with”, the Thiagarajar Chettiar Mansion in TPK road. He stated that this building was a beauty which stands as an example of “A meeting between the best of the east of and west”. He explained that the Chettiar Mansion was a very interesting blend of the traditional Chettinad style and the Classical Renaissance style of architecture. He compared the mansion to the famous Villa Rotunda by Andrea Palladio. The mansion has a courtyard planning similar to the Chettinad style, but unlike the usual oblong Chettinad courtyards, the mansion has squarish planning, reflecting the Villa Rotunda style. He described with awe about the rich artifacts used in the mansion, the intricately detailed cabinets, and the elegant sculptures, fountains adorning the lawn, most of which were imported from Italy. He explained how two of the famous Italian sculptor Canova’s lion sculptures have been placed in the entrance of the mansion. He concluded by saying that he was saddened by the fact that most of these unique artifacts are now either in bad shape or have been sold out to parts of North India. He urged architects and students to help in preserving the rich heritage of Madurai. He appreciated INTACH for the initiatives they have been undertaking and their future plans of action.
Mr. Rajesh Kanna, Co- Convener, INTACH- Madurai Chapter, then briefed about the recent activities in Madurai region and how a new system of participatory approach has been adopted in the architectural listing process.
G.Balaji, Associate professor from the Department of Architecture, Thiagarajar College of Engineering, spoke in brief about the significance of Madurai in the Heritage picture. He explained about the various aspects that encompasses the same, like, types of heritage, context, focus, methods, and Madurai heritage.

Dr.S.Suresh, then started the technical session on the architectural listing – procedures and problems. He described the various stages involved in the listing process like identification of area, back ground research, etc. He explained in detail to the participants about the proforma and the process of filling up the same. 

The forenoon session was concluded by the vote of thanks proposed by Dr.Jinu Kitchley, Professor and Head of the Department, Department of Architecture, Thiagarajar College of Engineering.
Field visit was organized in the afternoon session. 54 students and 4 faculty members were divided into 8 groups and the field trip was made to Thenkarai, a village in Madurai. Around 8 agraharam houses in the village which were more than 100 years old were selected and documented for architectural listing. Dr.S.Suresh concluded the session by summarizing the data collected from field visit for the listing purpose.
